IMMIGRATION LAW 2003

(SECTION 22(2))

THE RIGHT TO BE CAYMANIAN ON GROUNDS OF DESCENT

GUIDE TO APPLICANTS

This information leaflet is to assist persons who are applying for the right to be Caymanian on grounds of descent. The first section sets out who is entitled to apply; the second section lists what you must submit with your application if you are entitled to apply. The information you provide will be used by the Caymanian Status and Permanent Residency Board to confirm your eligibility and to determine whether you satisfy the criteria for the grant of the right to be Caymanian. Please note that it is extremely important that you provide all the required information. If you fail to do so, or if the information is incomplete, this will lead to delays in processing and could ultimately lead to your application being refused.

Section 1

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY UNDER SECTION 22(2) OF THE IMMIGRATION LAW 2003?

“Any person

(a) who has attained the age of eighteen years;

(b) who satisfies the Board that he is the child or grandchild of a Caymanian born in the Islands;

(c) who is legally and ordinarily resident in the Islands*; and;

(d) who is not otherwise entitled to the right to be Caymanian, may apply to the Board for the grant of the right to be Caymanian”.

* “legally and ordinarily resident” is defined in the Immigration Law 2003 as meaning “the voluntarily, physical presence in the Islands for a period of time without legal impediment of a person (other than a tourist visitor or transit passenger) during which period he regards the Islands as his normal place of abode for the time being, save that absences abroad for purposes of education, health or business during such period shall count as residence in the Islands”.

Section 2

The following must be submitted: 


 
COVER LETTER:

Please provide a letter addressed to the Secretary of the Caymanian Status and Permanent Residency Board, clearly stating the grounds upon which you are applying and any other information that you consider relevant to your application.

   
DUPLICATE APPLICATION FORMS:

Please provide two fully completed application forms.


FEES:

When you submit your application you will be required to pay a non-refundable administrative filing fee of CI$250.00. If your application is approved, you will be required to pay a grant fee of CI$500.00.

              EVIDENCE OF BIRTH:

Please provide a notarised copy of your full birth certificate. Please note that your parents’ names must appear on the birth certificate.

EVIDENCE THAT YOUR PARENT AND/OR GRANDPARENT IS BORN IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS:

You must also provide either: 

(i) a notarised copy of your Caymanian parent(s) birth certificate; and/or 

(ii) a notarised copy of your Caymanian grand-parent(s) birth certificate.


    
DEPENDANT CHILDREN:
Please provide notarised copies of birth certificates or adoption orders in respect of any dependant children under the age of eighteen (18) years old.


REFERENCES

You must provide three written references from Caymanians who are not relatives and who have known you for some years. Please note that these references must be sent directly by the referees to the Secretary, Caymanian Status and Permanent Residency Board and not submitted with your application


  
BANK REFERENCES
Please provide a reference letter from your bank that shows balances of your accounts so that the Board may assess your ability to support yourself and any dependants. Be assured, the information you or your bank provides will be treated in the strictest confidence. 


    
PHOTOGRAPHS:

We need one full face and one profile photograph (passport size).

  
MEDICAL QUESTIONNAIRE:

You must submit a medical questionnaire that has been completed by you (Part 1) and your physician (Part 2). A copy of the questionnaire is attached. You must also provide the lab report (original) showing the HIV/VDRL test results. Note: the HIV/VDRL tests must be taken within the six months preceding your application.

  
PROPERTY:

If you own property in the Islands, please provide a certified copy of the Land Transfer Certificate and the extract from the Land Register with respect to such property.

 
PROOF OF LEGAL AND ORDINARY RESIDENCE:

You must provide proof that you are legally and ordinarily resident in the Cayman Islands. This could be, for example, a copy of your current work permit, Residency & Employment Rights Certificate, Certificate of Permanent Residence or Student visa approval letter.


              PROOF OF IDENTITY: 
So that we may confirm your identity, please provide a copy of your current passport (the data page showing your name and photograph is all that is required).

